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S-1224. 2

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5205

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Children & Famly Services & Corrections
(originally sponsored by Senators Roach, Shi n, Hew tt, Hor n,
Thi baudeau, Schm dt, MCaslin, Benton, Franklin, Keiser, MAuliffe,
ke, Rasnussen, T. Shel don and Ei de)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 19/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to a pilot project for the electronic nonitoring of
sex offenders; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the appropriate
monitoring of level three sex offenders may increase public safety and
that global positioning system based electronic nonitoring holds
prom se as an adjunct to traditional nethods of supervision in the
communi ty. The legislature also finds, however, that information it
has been presented regarding the actual availability, reliability,
price, and effectiveness of electronic nonitoring based on gl obal
positioning system technology is conflicting and inconclusive. The
| egi sl ature notes that sone vendors have proposed systens in which no
production nodels have yet been built or tested. Consequently, the
| egislature intends that a pilot project be undertaken to assess the
viability of passive data |ogging global positioning system based
el ectroni c nonitoring.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The Washington association of sheriffs
and police chiefs shall work with the departnment of corrections and the
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departnment of social and health services to establish a pilot project
to test the availability, reliability, and effectiveness of an
electronic nonitoring system based on passive data 1ogging gl obal
posi tioning system technol ogy.

(2) The pilot project shall be of sufficient size to test the
reliability of the technology in a variety of geogr aphi ca
ci rcunst ances including both urban and rural |ocations.

(3) The pilot project shall test the systemusing sex or ki dnappi ng
of fenders under the jurisdiction of the departnent of corrections and
persons civilly commtted under chapter 71.09 RCW under a variety of
supervi si on circunstances. O fenders included in the pilot project
shall be offenders over whom the departnent of corrections has
authority to establish conditions of supervision or persons who have
been ordered to be electronically nonitored by the court in a
proceedi ng under chapter 71.09 RCW and who have been classified as
| evel three offenders by the end of sentence review commttee.

(4) The pilot project shall specifically exam ne the feasibility of
el ectronic nonitoring for level three sex offenders or kidnapping
of fenders who regi ster as honel ess or transient.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The Washington association of sheriffs
and police chiefs shall report to the appropriate commttees of the
| egislature and the governor on the results of the pilot project by
Decenber 1, 200S3.

(2) The report shall discuss:

(a) The availability of the technol ogy, including a description of
the system used and a discussion of the various types of gl obal
positioning systembased nonitoring avail abl e and appropriate for a sex
of f ender popul ati on;

(b) Any geographic limtations posed by the technol ogy;

(c) The reliability, including the false alarm rate of the
t echnol ogy;

(d) Any training requirenents for departnent of corrections staff
or supervi sed persons;

(e) Any distinctions in effectiveness or feasibility for different
supervi si on popul ati ons; and

(f) Costs, including equipnment costs, nonitoring fees, and any
changes to departnent of corrections staffing |evels.
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(3) The association shall nake a reconmmendation in the report about
the frequency and timng of nonitoring reports.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) A decision by the departnent of
corrections or the departnent of social and health services to include
or exclude a person fromthe pilot project does not provide a basis for
i nposition of civil damages and a decision not to include a supervised
offender in the pilot project does not constitute negligent
supervi si on.

(2) The Washington association of sheriffs and police chiefs and
its enployees working on this pilot project are inmmune from civi
liability for damages for any discretionary decisions nmade pursuant to
the pilot project, unless it is shown that the association or its
enpl oyee acted with gross negligence or in bad faith.

~-- END ---
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